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TRIVIAL EUROPE

FIVE GREATEST CITIES OF THE WORLD

A documentary by DIE FABRIKANTEN

A 2007, 60 min. 

“Behind that great facade of life is obviously a huge history of difficulty, poverty, psychosism ... it´s not gonna away even today.”

Roger Hill aka Mandy Romero, Liverpool

 “This is a special Aldi. It´s the first Aldi ever in the world. The story of the Aldi brothers started here.”

Karl Heinz-Mauermann, Essen

“This beautiful bridge is an old railroad bridge, it goes across the Danube and like so many things in Linz it is more beautiful at night.”

Florian Sedmak, Linz

“I remember it was on Easter in 1999 when they bombed this bridge.”

Filip Markovinovic, Novi Sad

“This is one of my favourite places. It´s a romantic place. Many couples come here, enjoy the view and say those words of love to each other or make love to each 

other ...”

Kostas Karderinis, Thessaloniki  

SYNOPSIS:

What´s the European thing about Europe and how trivial is everyday life? There are lots of stereotypes about each European country. What do these images mean to networked and cultural addicted coevals? In nighttime walks DIE FABRIKANTEN, an artist collective from Linz, are looking for answers: Residents of Thessaloniki, Novi Sad, Linz, Essen and Liverpool lead us to their favourite places. The result is a transition of a different kind. Unknown places become familiar to strangers and locals re-discover their well known spots.

TRIVIAL EUROPE

A nighttime ramble between stereotype and surprise

Five European cities with industrial conditioning are stage of nighttime walks in TRIVIAL EUROPE. The artist collective DIE FABRIKANTEN follows creatives from Thessaloniki, Novi Sad, Linz, Essen and Liverpool, equipped with headlamps, showing their places of heart, partially mutated or lost. The very first Aldi store, rusty transport ships, wicked taverns – just the trivial Europe between stereotype and surprise – are destinations of a different kind of sightseeing tour. They are all revelers, almost a conspired community for critical and at the same time productive inventory.

“TRIVIAL EUROPE leads in a virtually straight line from Thessaloniki through Novi Sad, Linz and Essen to Liverpool. This cinematic journey tells less about the mental state of the travellers, but lots about the locals´ one – typically just decoration in the film. (...) Disappearance is the key issue in TRIVIAL EUROPE – be it a house in Novi Sad, where Zelimir Zilnik spent his childhood, or be it the former village St. Peter, floored by the Nazis, to build a huge steel mill. All around, new and strange things grow – like the Porscheplatz in Essen or the Lentos, museum of art, in Linz that looks like a landed spaceship.”

Andreas Ungerböck (ray Filmmagazin)

EUROPE - IMPRESSIONS

In THESSALONIKI, computer salesman and freelance online journalist Kostas Karderinis leads us to his favourite pastry-shop, ex-highjumper Chrisa Theodoridou to her father´s minigolf course and the architect Eugene Balassis into an occupied university. 

In NOVI SAD Zelimir Zilnik, Filip Markovinovic, Vladimir Radisic und Zeljka Jovic tell stories about the day of the Nato-barrage, comets and wine festivals. Two Romanies give an account of their sex- und alcohol conflicts during Ramadam.

The journey through the city of LINZ at night is a mixture of red-hot steel and slightly broken “Schwedenbomben”, rusty transport ships and illuminated architecture. Along with us come Florian Sedmak and Michael Rusam.

The artists Karl-Heinz Mauermann und Johannes Gramm lead us through ESSEN in the German Ruhrpott. We get to know their favourite pitch, the very first Aldi store worldwide and the ugly Porscheplatz, which no longer can be called a square.

In the crack of dawn in LIVERPOOL Tamasine Seibold and her musical saw give a concert. Peter Hagerty adores the sea and the calm. The loud and flashy Liverpool is presented by Roger Hill alias Mandy Romero - Liverpools most famous Drag Queen – one of our nighttime escorts.

THE IDEA BEHIND TRIVIAL EUROPE

TRIVIAL EUROPE is part 2 of a trilogy of DIE FABRIKANTEN about Europe and about people and their affection to outstanding places. 

Part 1: The book „Botschaft Linz“. 

Part 3: The online-video project „Blind Spot“.

The outset of the idea were nighttime promenades with video cameras within the foregoing FABRIKANTEN project „Botschaft Europa“. 

From dusk till dawn, impressions of a European city were banned on video. In teams of two, one resident and one Austrian guest at a time, four European cities and their most special places were discovered in one night.

The hosts, equipped with headlamp and a small expense account, guided their guests to their own favourite spots or places they particularly refer to. Tales about places and tales about the past, ancient occurrences or trivial stories out of everyday life were told.

A prototype was created in February 2005 in Linz to test the format and the roles. DIE FABRIKANTEN invited four baltic artits: Kristaps Epners (Latvia), Dziugas Katinas (Lithuania), Redas Dirzys (Lithuania) und Gert Hatsukov (Estonia).

During the symposium before the nighttime ramble all participants were informed about the project and were able to present works of their own. The first shooting night resulted in 10 hours of video material. The day after the baltic guests presented their works in a public lecture and informed about the actual changes in Vilnius (Lithuania), the designated European Cultural Capital 2009. 

After this testrun DIE FABRIKANTEN decide to continue the project in comparable European cities, 2nd and 3rd cities with industrial conditioning, with mastered and/or urgent economic-structural crises and less touristic relevance. The cities chosen are Thessaloniki, Novi Sad, Essen und Liverpool.

BIOGRAPHY JULIA PONTILLER (EDITOR)

Born 1974 in Innsbruck. 1993-95 Dramatics and Journalism, Universität Wien. 1995-2004 Editing, Filmakademie Wien, Universität für Musik und darstellende Kunst Wien, Institut für Film und Fernsehen. Since 1998 Culture and Social Anthroplology, Universität Wien, 2000/01 Exchange year at Hochschule für Film und Fernsehen "Konrad Wolf" Potsdam-Babelsberg. Attendee at the International Seminar Visions 2000, Freelance Filmmaker and Editor in Vienna and Tyrol. "Auswege" is her degree film. 2003-04 Assistant at the Institut für Ethnologie (Supervising ethnologic documentary films), Universität Wien. Since 2006 lector at the Institut für Kultur und Sozialanthropologie, Universität Wien.

Filmography (Editing):

Gfrasta, 1996, Director: Ruth Mader  (short film)

Sonnenflecken, 1997, Director: Barbara Albert  (short film)

Schwul sein im Ländle, 1998, Director: Barbara Gräftner  (documentary)

Imster Farsnacht, 1998, Director: Markus Heltschl  (documentary)

Draga Ljiljana, 2000, Director: Nina Kusturica  (documentary)

Der Freiheit, 2000, Director: Nina Kusturica  (short film)

Lichtvideo, 2000, Director: Christian Berger  (experimental film)

Kososvo Transit, 2001, Director: Susanne Gugenberger  (documentary)

Stille, 2001, Director + Editing (experimental film)

Im Abseits der Kunst, 2001, Director: Ixy Noever  (documentary)

Auswege, 2003, Director: Nina Kusturica  (feature)

Making Off Licht, 2004, Director: Christian Berger  (documentary)

Baustelle, 2004, Director: Angela Summereder  (docu-fiction)

Ort - Ried, 2004, Director: Angela Summereder  (documentary)

Casablanca, 2004, Director: Daniel Ritter  (documentary)

Seenomaden, 2005, Director: Christian Berger  (documentary)

Mütter, 2006, Director: Domenika Friedel  (documentary)

Flora, 2006, Director: Eva Testor  (documentary)

AAI - Türkenstraße 2, 2007, Director: Angelika Unterholzner, Johann Gruber  (documentary)

Walking with Cecilia, 2007, Director: Fritz Ofner  (documentary)

Trivial Europe, 2007, Director: Gerald Harringer und Wolfgang Preisinger  (documentary)
BIOGRAPHY THOMAS REINHART (MUSIC)

Born 1965 in Linz. Studio- and live-musician (guitar, bass guitar), composer. Numerous professional engagements since 1982. 1990–1992 CD-presentations with the Jazz formation „DETOMASO“ und „TO-MA“. 1998: Musical Director at the Theater Phoenix Production „Loving Garbo“ (Linz and Vienna), Dir.: Harald Gebhartl. 2000 – 2002: Co-operation Musical „Cabaret“ , Linzer Kammerspiele. 2003: Composition and production of the film music for the short film “MA”, award-winning at the filmfestival DIAGONALE 2004, Dir.: Gerald Harringer. 

BIOGRAPHY WOLFGANG PREISINGER (DIRECTOR, PRODUCER)

Born 1966 in Upper Austria. 1990-present: DIE FABRIKANTEN - office for design and communication culture. 1998: Land Oberösterreich Award for initiative cultural work, 1996/97: Cultural management at “Al Wasiti”, a Palestine cultural center in East Jerusalem, by order of the Federal Chancellery of the Republic of Austria, 1989 Co-Founder of Moviemento art-house cinema in Linz. 1985-1990: Hochschule für Gestaltung Linz, master class Visual Design. Diploma thesis: International Video Festival “Querspur”. Documentary TRIVIAL EUROPE  (2007), 60 min.
FILMOGRAPHY GERALD HARRINGER (DIRECTOR, PRODUCER)

EXPERIMENTAL FILMS & -VIDEOS  1988–2005: 

VATERLAND (1988), Heimatfilmfestival, Freistadt, Austria; POLDER (1988, Super-8) "Travel Art Archive", London; MONDSEE (1989), 13. Tokyo Video Festival; Festival "Cidade de Vigo", Spain (coop. Wolfgang Preisinger);  TAGATA and ANNIHILATION (1993), "Media Wave"  Film & Video Festival, Györ, Hungary; "Diagonale 93", Austrian Film Festival, Salzburg; "4th Youth Biennal", Skopje, Macedonia; ICH BIN MEINE WELT (2005), "Diagonale 06", Austrian Film Festival, Graz; Copenhagen International Documentary Film Festival 2006; 22nd Clermont-Ferrand short film festival 2007.

FILMS SINCE 2003:

MA (2003) short film, 16 min, Diagonal 04, Graz (award winner Best Short Film); 

TRIVIAL EUROPE  (2007) documentary, 60 min.

DIE FABRIKANTEN

www.fabrikanten.at
Since 1989, the artists and designers DIE FABRIKANTEN put their transboundary projects into effect, be it adventures in communication in everyday life, at the internet or at cultural festivals. 
Always tightrope walking between art and reality, communication and culture, they find new crossconnections manifested in corporate designs, rooms, situations, films, communication concepts and communication projects.
CREDITS :

DIRECTOR, PRODUCER: 

Gerald Harringer & Wolfgang Preisinger - DIE FABRIKANTEN

EDITOR: 

Julia Pontiller

MUSIC: 

Thomas Reinhart

CAMERA: 

Kristaps Epners, Gerald Harringer, Gert Hatsukov, Dziugas Katinas, Wolfgang Preisinger, Michael Rusam, Viktoria Schlögl, Miho Sugita. 

CITYGUIDES: 

ESSEN: Karl-Heinz Mauermann, Johannes Gramm, LINZ: Michael Rusam, Florian Sedmak, LIVERPOOL: Roger Hill aka Mandy Romero, Peter Hagerty, Tamasine Seibold, NOVI SAD: Zelimir Zilnik, Filip Markovinovic, Vladimir Radisic, Zeljka Jovic, THESSALONIKI: Marina Diafa, Kostas Karderinis, Chrisa Theodoridou, Eugene Balassis. 

CONCEPT:

© DIE FABRIKANTEN 2007 

(Gerald Harringer, Wolfgang Preisinger, Florian Sedmak, Manfred Berghammer, Ernst Demmel, Viktoria Schlögl)
WWW.FABRIKANTEN.AT/TRIVIALEUROPE
CONTACT:

DIE FABRIKANTEN, Gerald Harringer, harringer@fabrikanten.at, Tel. +43 (0)732 795684

SCREENINGS:

After the premiere in Novi Sad, Serbia in November 2007, TRIVIAL EUROPE is on screen at this year´s DIAGONALE in Graz, competition (1 – 6 April) and at the film festival CROSSING EUROPE (22 – 27 April). The TRIVIAL EUROPE DVD also goes to international film festivals 2008.

"Your film reminded me very much of something that Serge Daney once said when describing his favorite films,  the "one-of-a-kind" films, as he called them. (...) In true travel, what matters are the magical accidents, the magic of the night, the discoveries, the inexplicable wonders and the wasted time. And your film is one-of-a-kind; it's a true travel, a wasted time. And when I say wasted time, I mean that as the most beautiful compliment that I can really give you."

Jurij Meden 

Film reviewer and curator, Slovenia

www.fabrikanten.at/trivialeurope

